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Executive Summary

This report provides an overview of the current statatef quantity issuedated tairban growth in the
Greater Golden Haeshoe Region of Onta(leGH). The GGH region is currently one of the fastest
growing regions in North America. Growth in@®t&H region thus far has largely been characterized by
resource intensive urban spraltle Province of Ontario passed legisidbr a regional growth
management plan, t@eowth Plan for the Greater Golden,liio2g88wederred to herein as t@eowth
Planin an attempt to reorient the nature of development across the fieggmme extent, tii&rowth Plan
combineghe contradictorgoalsof environmental conservation and growth managemeaGrowth Plan
calls for the protection of natural systems and the advancement of a culture of @onséneategion, but
at the same timacludes provisions for expandinfyastructur@nd frames growth as inevitgblekerle et
al, 2007)

Some municipalities designated to grow withip thea2 year timeframe, especially those reliant on
groundwater, are considering large scale water infrastructuresucijeas pelines to the Great Lakes
systemor expansion of existing infrastructoreneet future demandVhilethe Growth Platates that
construction or expansion of water and wastewater sigstebesprecluded by water demand management
andconsidered irhe context ofthe Great Lakes Basikgreements, it is taarly to determine whether these
agreementsr theGrowth Plawill be sufficient to premeunnecessawyater infrastructure projedtist

could be avoidettirough aggressive water conservatidreticiency planning.

The o0soft pathoé for water, an emerging framework
concept of energy soft paths in the 1970s, shows particular promise for regions such as the GGH due to its
emphasis on avoiding newatar infrastructureT his report attempto provide arearlyassessent ofthe

soft path for watér ability to meet challenges presented by giowlie GGHregion by examininbe city

of Guelph Ontarioas adpilot project municipality This approzh isusedo gaininitialinsights into how

the soft path concept might play out in praetcko identifyenabling conditions that have allo@e@lph

to pursue masures that align with theft pah 6 s prinoples.

Awareness and appreciation falagical limitamong a significant portion of the populaitio@uelph as

well as an active local Romofit sectomerefound to be critical facteint h e amergencé agecent

leader in water conservatidn.addition, the presence of munitgiaff members who are either supportive

of the water soft path conceptitselfholdap r e f er ence f or maintaining grow
carrying capacijtgllowed for the translation of public concerns into an effective local policy fkafmewor
sustainable long term growth. Spetifiasures adoptbg the city that align wigtoft pathprinciples

include the deferral and possiimination of a pipeline to Lake Erie to support future growth, pilot

projects that attempt to match watealify to the type of service requjaattitherevision of long term

growth forecasts to reflect the local availability of water supplies and assimilative capacity for wastewater.

When considered in the contekfindingsfrom recentCanadiasurveyresearch ohoththe general

publid @&nd policy makémperceptionsf water issuethe cityolGu el phoés rel ative | evel
comparisomayat least partially explain whydthe twatdr mmanagement and general long term planning
approach imore consistently focused on ecological sustainakiiity others continue to pursue an

infrastructure based strateghese findings al$ughlightthe need to bridge the gap between the perceived
importance of public education programs in encousagieg conservatiamongmunicipal policy makers,

and the extent to which such programs are funded and implemented irtl@iaa® beeidentified in
recentresearch
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